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Board of Education 

Holds Special Meeting to 

Discuss Occupation of 

New Building 

At a November 24th 

Special Meeting, the 

Board of Education dis-

cussed and made tenta-

tive plans for the move 

into the new building 

facility in Bartley.  Final 

approval of all aspects 

of the move will be ap-

proved later, but the 

administration was given 

the following concepts to 

consider: 

1.  The new facility in 

Bartley will house grades 

7-12, with grades PK-6 

being held in  Indianola. 

2.  The 2009-2010 

school year for the jun-

ior/senior high will begin 

in Bartley using the old 

facility if needed and 

then moving into the new 

facility when the project 

is complete. 

3.  Prepare a junior/

senior class schedule to 

assist in determining 

certified and non-

certified staffing needs 

for the 2009-2010 

school year. 

4.  Fall sports practice 

sites are still to be de-

termined depending on 

the availability of the 

new facility. 

5.  Most of the move 

from the current high 

school site to Bartley 

will be done at the end 

of the current school 

year and early summer 

by staff and volunteers. 

6.  The disposal of the 

old sites will not be de-

termined until the move 

into the new  facility is 

complete.  An auction to 

dispose of no longer 

needed items will occur 

in the fall of 2009. 

Board of Education Con-

tinues to Consider Pro-

viding Day Care 

After reviewing parent 

survey results and dis-

cussing the advantages 

and disadvantages of 

providing day care at the 

elementary site in India-

nola, the board of edu-

cation has given their 

initial approval to begin a 

program during the 

2009-10 school year.  

Mr. Hendricks, superin-

tendent, and Mrs. Ras-

mussen, elementary prin-

cipal, have begun the 

process of making appli-

cation for state approval 

through Health & Human 

Services, as well as the 

State Fire Marshall’s 

office.  After their li-

censing approval, the 

board will determine 

such things as hours of 

operation, hourly cost 

per child and basic pro-

gram rules and regula-

tions.  It is hoped to 

have final board approval 

in April and begin taking 

applications in May. 
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Wow!! Can you believe it?  Second 

semester is almost here and stu-

dents are starting to make minor 

changes in their schedules.  The 

last day for schedule changes is 

December 17.  Any change re-

quests that may/could affect 

graduation status will not be 

made.  Mr. Springer is already 

working on next year’s class 

schedule and it won’t be long 

before that will be consum-

ing a large portion of our 

time. 

Parents of seniors need to 

be focusing on getting their 

2008 income taxes com-

pleted as soon as possible 

this year.  This information 

is needed before you can fill 

out your FAFSA. This form 

is required if you want to compete 

for certain financial assistance in 

college as well as the Pell grant. 

The form is on-line at www.ed.gov. 

Remember, Ted Fellers will be 

putting on a financial aid workshop 

on Jan 21, 2009 in the lunch com-

mons area of the high school at 

6:30 pm.  Anyone is welcome to 

attend but senior parents should 

certainly try to attend. 

A Southeast Community College 

representative was 

here on December 5, 

to meet with seniors.  

A representative 

from Colby Commu-

nity College will be 

here on Jan 22, and 

Fort Hays will be 

here on Jan 20.  This 

is the time for sen-

iors to be making 

some commitments 

on what they will be doing after 

graduation. 

I will be attending an LB 1184 

meeting in McCook on Jan 23.  

This meeting consists of area pro-

fessionals who gather once a 

month to brainstorm and discuss 

prevention/intervention methods, 

for the purpose of helping trou-

bled students and parents in the 

area.  Truancy is a major focus as 

well as home issues. I have found 

this to be very valuable in meeting 

the needs of some students.  The 

meeting is directed by Paul Wood 

(County Attorney) and other mem-

bers include guidance counselors, 

law enforcement, health and hu-

man services, etc.  It is the con-

sensus of the group that preven-

tion/remediation before interven-

tion is good for everyone involved.  

Have a nice Christmas and drive 

safely, defensively and responsi-

bly.  Ho… Ho… Ho 

Counselors Corner - Jim Manker 
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Thank You 
The Friends of Southwest Musicians  

would like to thank  
students, parents and teachers  

for all your help in serving, making desserts,  
setting up and taking down tables and chairs  

for the dessert Theatre and  
for supporting the Red Apple Fundraiser.   

Thank you! 
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Nebraska School Board Recognition Week set for January 
 
As citizen leaders, individual school board members face com-plex and demanding challenges. Yet, few people fully 
understand the scope and far-reaching impli-cations of board members’ respon-sibilities. All Nebraskans should rec-
ognize the vital contributions of these men and women and focus attention on the crucial role these elected public 
officials play in the education of our children.  That is why Jan. 18-24 has been designated Nebraska School Board 
Recognition Week. It is part of January’s National School Board Recognition Month. 
 

The school board’s job is to establish a vision for the educa-tion program, design a structure to achieve that vision, 
assure schools are accountable to the community, and strongly advocate continuous improvement in student learn-
ing. That job entails an endless string of meetings and school functions to attend; reams of reports, agendas, propos-
als and other information to read and study; and a host of difficult decisions to make. 
 

Everyone can use an encour-aging, “Good Job” once in awhile. In Nebraska, Jan. 18-24 has been set aside just for 
the purpose of recognizing our statewide volun-teers who step up to serve their communities on their local school 
boards. Take this opportunity to show your appreciation for the commit-ment they give to your district. 

Thank you for the service you provide our communities! 

School Boards Lead Locally 
National School Board 

Recognition Week 
January 18-24, 2009 

Christmas time is just around the corner, and the Southwest FBLA chapter is getting in the Christmas 

mood.  On December 11, we went to the National Guard Armory after school and helped wrap toys for the 

toy box.  It was a great way to 

get involved in the community, and 

I think everyone enjoyed it.  An-

other way we got ready for 

Christmas was by selling candy 

canes.  We sold them the week of 

December 8 through December 

12.  They will be delivered to the 

students on December 18.  

 Upcoming Events:  We will be 

having a cake raffle on January 10 

during the Wauneta-Palisade 

game. 

FBLA News by Abby Houghtelling 
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