|
‘Mider News

From The Desk Of Superintendent Todd Porter

As we head into the holi-
day season, it is more im-
portant than ever to
closely monitor your chil-
dren’s health (as well as
your own) to attempt to
decrease the possibility of
exposing others to this
virus. Although we have
experienced some issues
with quarantines and
Covid positive cases, the
environment at our
school has been such that
we have been able to
keep the large majority of
our students immersed in
face-to-face learning. We
will continue to encour-
age vigorous hand wash-
ing, social distancing at all
possible times and
strongly encourage wear-
ing masks. Along with the
continual sanitation and
disinfecting with anti-
virus foggers in our build-
ings and busses, we can
continue to remain in
school. We do not want
to go to an all-virtual
learning model, and we
need your help in this
matter.

There is very good news
on the vaccine front, but
the distribution will take
time and we can’t accu-

rately pinpoint when that
will be available to our
area. Eventually, with all
of the efforts taken to-
wards slowing the spread
of this virus, we will be
able to return to a more
normal school format.
Our local health depart-
ment has moved their
dial to “red,” and this is
based on local hospital
capacity. It triggers,
therefore, limits on num-
bers for activities, presen-
tations, concerts and pro-
grams. Other schools
have their own guide-
lines, as well, so we will
see some variances from
school to school. For
most activities, at this
time, we will be looking
at parents only or no fans
at all. Our number one
goal is to keep our kids in
school and hope to be
able to also provide extra-
curricular activities that
our students need. It is
only with the cooperation
of the community that
this can continue.

As you may have read or
heard in news from
around the state, some
schools are going to
strictly on-line learning

for the remainder of the
semester after Thanksgiv-
ing break. Unless we get a
directive from The De-
partment of Education,
The Commissioner of Ed-
ucation, The Governor, or
our local health depart-
ment, we fully intend to
keep our regular schedule
for a return to school as
normal after Thanksgiving
Break on November 30
and continue school until
dismissal on December
22w+ Second semester
would then start on Janu-
ary 6th for students. You
will be notified immedi-

ately if conditions change.

I commend all of our dis-
trict employees for facing
this problem with grit and
determination. It has
been draining for every-
one, so some safe rest
and relaxation is in order.
Thanks for all of the sup-
port from our communi-
ty. Itis greatly appreciat-
ed.
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IR/Sr High News - Mr. Springer

The first semester is coming to a close. With the winter weather setting in, it is imEorTan‘r that you remind

your children to dress warm. You may be amazed to see the number of students wal

ing the halls in flip

flops and shorts. Not what I would consider appropriate winter dress for the cold days. A bus loses heat

really fast if the engine is not runnin
child out the door to catch the bus.

Students have and will continue to take semeste

g or the heater goes bad. So please keep that in mind as you send your

r fests. This year we will test on Monday the 21st and

Tuesday the 22nd. Please keep in mind tests are very important and a learning process for the next level of
their education. It isimportant that you help make sure your child is at school on those last few days. If

rour‘ child cannot be at school during testing times they will be res
ater date over the holiday break. These tests will need to be ma
ter. Please contact the school to arrange a time

meet the kids at school and administer their test.

A reminder to check your child's grades on the school website. It is simple to do and helps you kee

ponsible for making those tests up at a
de up prior to starting the second semes-
to make up the test between Dec 28, 29, 30 or 3151, T will

up with

your child's education. The teachers keep the student's grades up to date each week if not more often.
Your child also has a school email that they can use to communicate with their teachers or coaches if they

are ill or if they missed a class for some r
each day. This allows your child to get fe

With the Covid protocols ever chan
very difficult to catch up if they a

News From The AD -

Southwest Jr/Sr High
School is working diligently to
have a winter sports/activity
schedule for 2020-2021. Current-
ly, Jr High Wrestling and Jr High
Girls Basketball seasons are un-
derway and High School Basket-
ball and Wrestling practices have
started. Very soon we will be
hosting High School Basketball
and Wrestling Events that will
look very different with the cur-
rent DHM and NSAA Guidelines
contests must be operated un-
der.Currently, we are restricted
to 25% seating capacity for all
contests in our Gym and School
building for activities. This count
includes athletes while they are
not participating. Due to the cur-
rent DHM events at Southwest
Public Schools are currently

"Parents Only" or "No Fan" events.

Each athlete or participant is be-
ing asked to submit their list of

Mr. Roggenkamp

parents to create a pass list at
the front gate. Only those on the
pass list will be allowed to enter
the event under the "Parents On-
ly" designation.If our capacity is
raised due to changes in DHM,
then Southwest may be able to
have events that are “"Household
Only" or "Immediate Family Only".
Household only would allow each
athlete to create a pass list in-
cluding all living under the same
household as their parents.
"Immediate Family Only" would
allow each athlete to obtain a lim-
ited number of passes for those
outside of their household to be
included in attending.

To try and alleviate family or fans
not being able to view activities, a
school Facebook account has been
created where events may be
streamed.
(https://www.facebook.com/swpsc

eason. The teachers are encouraged to check their email regularly
edback from the teacher if they need help from home.

ging it is very important that your child keep up on homework. It can be
re quarantined for 14 days.

hools.org/) Many of the schools
we participate against utilize live
streaming through STRIV. Links
to ballgame access will be posted
on the school website and status
of activities will be updated week-
ly to try and inform fans of the
current status of an event. Par-
ents and players will be notified
of the status of a game through
each teams SPORTSYOU app.

Thank you for working with us in
the ultimate goal to maintain the
opportunity f%r‘ our students to
participate in the activities the
want and need as part of the edu-
cational process.
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Counselor’s Corner - Mrs. Lewis

Scholarships:
Here is a link to see a list of scholarships, their deadlines, and requirements. Seniors can access all of
the information and applications for scholarships via their “Class of 2021” Canvas Course. To access
the spreadsheet on the school website:

Go to

www.swpschools.org

Hover over the Jr. Sr. High School tab at the top
Go to the bottom of the selection and choose “Senior Scholarships”
Click the google link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gv aSLAkRtiCxNIUZOQRQsZyYKsBIW2UQWNOWYdKKn4/edit

?usp=sharing

*Educationquest.org is also a great resource for scholarships!

*Seniors need to fill out the scholarship application on the various college websites that they’ve been ac-
cepted to. This one form can qualify them for many different scholarships offered at their specific col-
lege.

*Parents check with the associations you belong to and your employer to see if there are scholarships
available to students.

ACT:
*Sign up for the ACT at: www.actstudent.org
Southwest School code: 280151

MCC test site code: 024600

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Fee Registration

December 12, 2020 November 6th November 7- November 20
February 6, 2021 January 8th January 9-January 15
April 17, 2021 March 12th March 13-March 26

June 12, 2021 May 7th May 8- May 21

July 17, 2021 June 18th June 19- June 25

*February 6th is the final one for seniors. Most college admissions and scholarships do not ac-
cept scores after the February test date.




School Music News - Mrs. Roggenkamp

Due to Covid, we have been unable to have live performances, so we recorded our Veterans
Day Program and put it on the website. Thank you to all who watched it. The students love to
honor the veterans, even if we didn't get to do it in person.

We will do the same with our Christmas program - we will record it and post it on the school
website, www.swpschools.org. The students are excited to perform! Our large groups will all
perform, but we have a lot of small groups too. You will hear a great variety of Christmas mu-
sic. Please watch our students and let them put you in the holiday spirit!

Elementary Rockin'Riders

The Rockin' Riders is comprised of fifth grade students who are willing to put some extra time and
effort in fo developing their leadership skills by organizing and delivering items for the Blessing Box
and also planning school wide activities,

"Holiday Joy" was the name of the most recent collection drive for the Blessing Box. Students and
staff contributed items such as cake and cookie mixes plus a variety of frostings and decorations to
be placed in the Blessing Box. A variety of nonperishable items were also collected. The Blessing Box
ishlog;:fed outside of the Methodist Church in Indianola and is available to anyone in need of nonper-
ishable items.

The Riders would like to thank everyone for their generosity. We hope that you have a very joyful
holiday season.




Board of Education Meeting
Southwest Public Schools
District 179
November 9, 2020

President Duane Teter called the regular meeting of the Southwest Public Schools Board of Education to order at 7:30 p.m. on November
9, 2020 at the Southwest Junior-Senior High School in Bartley.

Present: Jennifer McConville, Ondrea McConville, Jason Kloepping, Duane Teter, Superintendent Todd Porter, Principal Tara Fries, and
Patricia Smith.
Absent: John O’Dea and Jason Neseth.

Visitors: Cody Gerloch and Nicole Springer.
President Teter observed Open Meeting Law requirements.

Moved by J. McConville, seconded by Kloepping, to excuse absent board members Jason Neseth and John O’'Dea. Ayes: Kloepping, Teter,
J. McConville, and 0. McConville. Nays: None. Absent: O’Dea and Neseth. Motion carried.

Moved by Kloepping, seconded by 0. McConville, to approve the board meeting agenda as presented. Ayes: Kloepping, Teter, O.
McConville, and J. McConville. Nays: None. Absent: Neseth and O’Dea. Motion carried.

Notice of the meeting was meeting was posted at the Post Offices in Bartley and Indianola, Adams Bank and Trust in Indianola, State Bank
of Bartley in Bartley, Southwest Elementary School in Indianola, Southwest Junior-Senior High School in Bartley and published in the Val-
ley Voice. Notice of the meeting was given in advance to all members prior to the meeting date.

Principal Matt Springer and John O’Dea arrived at the meeting at 7:32 p.m.

Moved by O. McConville, seconded by O'Dea, to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2020 board meeting as presented. Ayes: O.
McConville, Teter, J. McConville, O’Dea, and Kloepping. Nays: None. Absent: Neseth. Motion carried.

Moved by J. McConville, seconded by Kloepping, to approve the claims as presented. Ayes: Kloepping, J. McConville, O’Dea, O.
McConville, and Teter. Nays: None. Absent: Neseth. Motion carried.

The treasurer’s report was presented to the Board.

Board President Teter, a member of the Board Negotiations Committee, is awaiting a date and time to meet with the Southwest Educa-
tion Association to begin the 2021-2022 negotiations process.

Moved by O’Dea, seconded by J. McConville, to approve the Superintendent Evaluation and Contract with R. Todd Porter for the 2021-
2022 year. Ayes: Kloepping, Teter, J. McConville, O. McConville, and O'Dea. Nays: None. Absent: Neseth. Motion carried.

The Board Members’ consensus regarding students who are not in school for face-to-face instruction, if that is the model of instruction
for the remainder of the school year, were that the student’s parents were to file for home-school status with the Nebraska Department
of Education if their intent is to remain at home for the second semester.

Superintendent Porter reported on Governor Pete Ricketts press conference regarding the tightening of COVID-19 protocols and the plan
to inform patrons of full payment of the school bond two years early and saving the district over half a million dollars.

Principal Springer reported on staff coverage of bus routes, and Principal Fries reported on the virtual Veterans’ Day presentation found
on the school’s website.

Agenda for meetings will be kept continually current and available for public inspection in the office of the Superintendent.

The next regular board meeting will be held on Monday, December 14, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. at the Southwest Elementary School in Indi-
anola

Moved by O’Dea, seconded by Kloepping, to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. Ayes: Kloepping O. McConville, O’'Dea, J. McConville, and
Teter. Nays: None. Absent: Neseth. Motion carried.




Southwest High School
900 Coke Street

PO Box 187

Bartley, NE 69020
Phone: 308-692-3223

Toll Free 855-692-3172
Fax: 308-692-3221

Address Service Requested

Let’s all help slow the spread of Covid-19!! If your child is sick, please keep your
child home. Please communicate with the school and your healthcare provider re-
garding symptoms.

Monitor your child for COVID-19 symptoms every day

Pay particular attention to:

o fever (temperature 100.4 °F or higher)

e Loss, or alternation in taste and small

o Nasal congestion, runny nose

e Sore throat

 New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing

e Diarrhea, vomiting, or stomachache

e New onset of severe headache, especlally with a fever

o Muscle aches, fatigue

References: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019—ncov/daiIv-Iife-
coging/chiIdren/svmptoms.html#:“:textz%zD%ZOFever%ZOor%ZOchilIs.,babies%ZOunder%201%20year%200|d




