
Southwest Schools 

From The Superintendent - R. Todd Porter 

I would like to extend a big 

“thank you” to all parents or 

guardians of students who 

attended our recent parent

-teacher conferences. It is 

extremely important to 

keep in contact with your 

child’s teacher(s) and this 

is certainly just one of the 

avenues you can make that 

contact. As a parent I know 

that you always can’t get a 

feel for the entire picture 

when you only rely on re-

port cards to know how 

your child is doing. There 

are many circumstances 

that can affect how your 

child is doing. In my experi-

ence, I know that parental 

involvement in their child’s 

education is at the top of 

the list of positive influ-

ences in the academic suc-

cess of a child. Asking 

about homework, taking a 

look at what your child is 

working on, having them 

read aloud to you, or taking 

a look at their school plan-

ner and seeing how full (or 

empty) it is can be a help 

 I have always tried to 

stress the importance of 

approaching school work 

seriously, since knowledge 

ends up being so influential 

to the success of an indi-

vidual later in life. How a 

child approaches learning is 

an indicator of how they 

could end up approaching 

their adult working life, as 

well. Establishing good hab-

its like good attendance, 

listening to and following 

directions, treating your co

-workers in a respectful 

manner, being honest and 

trustworthy, and wanting to 

do their job in the very 

best way they can are 

things we can all relate to. 

It is what makes people 

successful in all areas of 

life. It is good preparation 

for the workplace and col-

lege.  

It is my desire to 

address our need to im-

prove our overall standard-

ized test scores in a posi-

tive manner, but do stress 

that we will all need to work 

harder, focus better, and 

keep our eye on the task at 
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hand. The state of Nebraska 

has established learning 

standards that students are 

required to become profi-

cient in and the goal is that 

100% of our students are 

proficient. It will mean re-

fining our curriculum, involv-

ing our staff in workshops 

and involving them in Profes-

sional Learning Communities 

with staff members from all 

over our Educational Service 

Unit and all across the 

state. We will exchange ide-

as and methods and come up 

with the very best practices 

that will move our school and 

students forward. It will be 

hard work, but the payoff is 

priceless. If it makes our 

students become successful, 

productive citizens, we will 

find a way to do it. Thanks 

again for your tremendous 

support of our school dis-

trict and students. 
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Special points of inter-
est: 

• Oct. 11 - Homecoming Foot-

ball game @ 6:30   Home-

coming Dance to follow 

• Oct. 14 - School Board Meet-

ing @ 7:30 PM 

• Oct. 17 -  Good Friends @ 

2:00 PM 

• Oct. 25 - NO SCHOOL 

• Oct. 28 - NO SCHOOL 



The school year is now in 

full swing with students going in 

every direction.   We have success-

fully finished the MAPS testing 

for the fall.  These are very in-

tense tests with four parts. 

(Reading, Language, Science, and 

Math)  The students were very 

focused and did a great job work-

ing to complete these test. The 

test is used to evaluate our stu-

dent growth each year plus shows 

us areas that we may need to ex-

pand on. The scores from those 

tests can be evaluated by subcate-

gories in each subject area.  The 

data then is given to the classroom 

teacher to us as a tool for improv-

ing our student’s education. 

On September 17th the junior and 

senior high students and staff 

went to the Fox Theater in McCook 

to watch a play on bullying and life 

challenges.  It was a great oppor-

tunity for our students to get a 

chance to see a high production 

film.  Thank you, to the theatrical 

group for inviting us to attend and 

covering the cost for all of our 

students. 

Some of you may have received a 

voice mail, text, or email that your 

students lunch account is low or at 

a zero balance.  School protocol is 

students must have money in that 

account in order to eat the school 

lunch.  We will no longer be sending 

out letters when your child’s ac-

count is low.  Instead we will send a 

weekly reminder on Sunday evening 

if your child’s account is low.  I 

would also like all parents to please 

consider filling out the free and 

reduced lunch application even if 

you don’t feel you would qualify.  It 

only takes a second and it could 

save you money.  It also helps out 

our federal funding for those who 

do qualify.  If you have not filled 

out the form please contact the 

school office and they can get a 

form sent to you.  The results are 

confidential and you are not re-

quired to take advantage if you do 

not wish to. 

Fall sports will begin to wind down 

this month as we prepare for dis-

tricts and state events.  I hope to 

see you at the events supporting 

our youth.  Please take a second 

and look at our web site to see all 

of the upcoming events. 

 

ture.  They aren’t sure if they are 

going to enjoy it or not.   

We are still in charge of cleaning.  

The 9th graders do an excellent 

job.  The 7th grade students will be 

doing their part soon.  They aren’t 

Life Skills is a busy place this year.  

We have 7th math and reading, 8th 

math, reading, and life skills, and 

9th English and algebra.  Besides 

Basic English, the 9th grade is be-

ing introduced to American Litera-

sure they want this job.  It sounds 

like too much work to them. 

 

High School News - Mr. Springer 

Life Skills - Mrs. Wyatt 
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Council, the Nebraska Cultural En-

dowment and Friends of the Lied. 

On Thursday, Sept. 19, all students 

attended a program “Kids on the 

Block” that was sponsored by the 

Nebraska Elks Association and on 

then Friday, fourth and fifth grade 

students attended the FFA Farm 

Safety Program in McCook. It was 

a busy week! October 2 fourth 

grade students attended the Fit-

ness Day in McCook.   

At this time we are preparing to 

complete the MAPS testing.  Please 

encourage your child to do their 

very best on everything they do at 

school. 

  

We have been busy with many spe-

cial events.  On Tuesday, Sept. 17 

we attended a play titled “What 

the Wind Taught Me”.   This was 

sponsored by the Lied Center’s 

Arts across Nebraska Program and 

the Fox Theater. It is funded by 

the Richard P. Kimmel and Laurine 

Kimmel Charitable Foundation with 

support from the Nebraska Arts 

Elementary News - Mrs. Baumbach 



leyball game on October 10, 2013 

and receive a free bag of popcorn. 

Sponsored by the State Bank of 

Bartley. Our pink shirts have al-

ready been ordered but it is not 

too late to help our cause.  Make a 

donation on our campaign page, 

https://www.side-out.org/cb/

The Southwest volleyball team will 

be hosting a “Dig Pink” night to 

raise awareness of breast cancer 

and to raise funds for the Side-

Out Foundation that supports 

breast cancer research, patient 

support services, and educates 

communities. Wear pink to the vol-

campaigns/campaign/7425  or 

make a donation at the volleyball 

game.  Please make checks to The 

Side-Out Foundation and refer-

ence Southwest Public Schools, NE 

in the memo. Please help our event 

be a success and see you at the 

game! Go Roughriders! 

Dig Pink - Mrs. Barnett 

Fruit Sales will begin in October as 

well. The annual sale of fresh fruit, 

turkeys, hams, and beef stix will 

take place in late October. Items 

will be pre-sold in October and 

early November with the delivery 

of the items to be in the weeks 

prior to Christmas break. Fruit 

Sales is the primary fundraising 

activity of the chapter and the 

FFA members would like to thank 

the community for its tremendous 

support of the chapter. 

The Southwest FFA chapter was 

able to work with the McCook FFA 

chapter in hosting a Farm Safety 

Day in Kiplinger Arena September 

20th. Southwest’s 4th and 5th grade 

students were able to attend the 

safety demonstrations that cov-

ered animal handling, PTO safety, 

lawnmower and ATV, seatbelt pro-

tection, grain handling, and tractor 

safety. It was the first joint safe-

ty project between the two chap-

ters and over 220 students in 

Southwest and McCook schools at-

tended the training. 

Southwest FFA will be taking a 

contingent to the National FFA 

Convention in Louisville, KY Octo-

ber 30th-November 2nd. Nineteen 

FFA members; plus sponsors, advi-

sor, and American Degree recipi-

ents will have the opportunity to 

attend the 85th annual convention. 

Former members Mattie Uerling, 

Bret Neel, and Katelyn Sughroue 

will all receive the American FFA 

Degree on Saturday, November 2nd. 

Stops at the Archway in St. Louis, 

Indiana Caverns, and the World’s 

Toughest Rodeo will supplement 

the trip. 

FFA - Mr. Roggenkamp 

There are many activities 

going on in the Family and Consum-

er Science  room this fall.  The 

Human Development class is travel-

ing to the elementary every 

Wednesday to observe various 

classrooms and to help with the 

activities. The students really en-

joy working with the elementary 

students. They are also going to 

start the ”Baby Think It Over” 

unit next week, which means there 

will be crying babies around the 

school 

Intro to Medical Technology is a 

new class this year. The first few 

weeks were spent discussing medi-

cal careers and the legal/ethical 

responsibilities associated with the 

medical field.  We are starting to 

memorize the many medical terms 

that need to be learned for this 

class and at some point during the 

year students will hopefully be able 

to do some job shadowing 

Another new class addition this 

year is a junior high cooking class 

which teaches the basics of nutri-

tion and cooking. 

he students in Textile Art are also 

looking for fabric remnants that 

could be used for quilting, if any-

one has some remnants that they 

would like to donate it would be 

greatly appreciated.  

Consumer Science - Mrs. Foster 
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Junior High Volleyball played Dun-

dy County/Stratton on September 

12th.  A team lost in two sets with 

scores of 15 – 25 and 18 – 25.  B 

team won in three sets with scores 

of 25 – 18, 21 – 25, and 15 – 13. 

C team lost in three sets with 

scores of 15 – 9, 14 – 16, and 9 – 

15. 

On September 19th, we played Cam-

bridge.  A team lost in two sets 

with scores of 16 – 25 and 10 – 25. 

B team remained undefeated with 

scores of 25 – 17, 18 – 25, and 25 – 

12.  C team lost 25 – 14.  D team 

had a victory with a score of 25 – 

12.  E team won 27 – 25.  It was a 

fun afternoon for B, C, D, and E 

teams.  During the D and E team 

games, players from B and C team 

played different positions that 

they weren’t used to.  Setters be-

came hitters and hitters became 

setters.  The girls had fun and did 

a great job. 

On September 23rd, we traveled to 

Cambridge with 14 girls for their 

tournament.  We played Arapahoe 

for our first game.  We lost in 

three sets with scores of 16 – 25, 

25 – 17, and 6 - 15.  Next we played 

Cambridge and lost in 2 sets with 

scores of 16 – 25 and 15 – 25. 

We have 5 games and a tournament 

left in our volleyball season. 

 

Jr. High Volleyball - Mrs. Wyatt 
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Southwest School Board Minutes 

Budget Hearing  

Southwest Public Schools 

District 179 

September 9, 2013 

Vice-President Tom Sughroue called the budget hearing to order at 7:30 p.m. on  

September 9, 2013, at the Southwest Junior-Senior High School in Bartley. 

Present:  Ondrea McConville, Steve Daffer, Tom Sughroue, Kevin Potthoff, Principals Lynda Baumbach and Matt 

Springer, Superintendent Todd Porter, and Patricia Smith. 

Absent:  Duane Teter and Steve McConville. 

Visitors:  Mary Marsh, Cody Gerlach, Mary Shirkey, Nick Brost, Don and Donna Behnke, Marilyn Walz, and Bruce 
Leflor. 

Vice-President Sughroue observed Open Meeting Law requirements. 

Moved by Potthoff, seconded by Daffer, to excuse absent Board Members Duane Teter and Steve McConville.  Ayes:  

Sughroue, Potthoff, O. McConville, and Daffer.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Teter and S. McConville.  Motion carried. 

The Board was available to listen to support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating 

to the proposed budget of expenditures for all district funds for the 2013-2014 school year and to consider amend-
ments relative thereto.  No comments were made, and no action was taken. 

Moved by O. McConville, seconded by Potthoff, to adjourn the hearing at 7:34 p.m.  Ayes:  Sughroue, Potthoff, O. 
McConville, and Daffer.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Teter and S. McConville.  Motion carried. 
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Hearing to Set Final Tax Request 

Southwest Public Schools 

District 179 

September 9, 2013 

Vice-President Tom Sughroue called the hearing to set the final tax request to order at  

7:35 p.m. on September 9, 2013, at the Southwest Junior-Senior High School in Bartley. 

Present:  Ondrea McConville, Steve Daffer, Kevin Potthoff, Tom Sughroue, Principals Lynda Baumbach and Matt 

Springer, Superintendent Todd Porter, and Patricia Smith. 

Absent:  Steve McConville and Duane Teter. 

Visitors:  Mary Marsh, Cody Gerlach, Bruce Leflor, Mary Shirkey, Nick Brost, Don and Donna Behnke, and Marilyn 
Walz. 

Vice-President Sughroue observed Open Meeting Law requirements. 

Moved by O. McConville, seconded by Daffer, to excuse absent Board Members Duane Teter and Steve McConville.  

Ayes:  Sughroue, Potthoff, O. McConville, and Daffer.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Teter and S. McConville.  Motion car-
ried. 

The Board was available to listen to support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating 
to setting the final tax request at a different rate than the prior year tax request.  No action was taken. 

Moved by Daffer, seconded by O. McConville, to adjourn the hearing at 7:38 p.m.  Ayes:  Sughroue, Potthoff, O. 
McConville, and Daffer.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Teter and S. McConville.  Motion carried. 
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Moved by S. McConville, seconded by Potthoff, to approve a resolution to authorize the redemption of the Series 
2008 Limited Tax Obligation Bonds on November 12, 2013.  Ayes:  S. McConville, Sughroue, O. McConville, Potthoff, 
and Daffer.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Teter.  Motion carried.   

Moved by O. McConville, seconded by Daffer, to authorize issuance of Series 2013 Limited Tax Obligation Refunding 
Bonds Series 2013 dated October 16, 2013.  Ayes:  S. McConville, Sughroue, O. McConville, Potthoff, and Daffer.  
Nays:  None.  Absent:  Teter.  Motion carried.   
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Bartley, NE  

Southwest Public Schools 

Southwest High School 

900 Coke Street 

PO Box 187 

Bartley, NE  69020 

Phone: 308-692-3223 

Toll Free: 855-692-3172 

Fax: 308-692-3221 
 

Address Service RequestedAddress Service RequestedAddress Service RequestedAddress Service Requested    

United We Educate 

www.swpschools.org 

Join us at the Pinpoint Tailgate 

October 11th starting at 5:00 pm 

in the Bartley Park before the 

Homecoming Football Game! 


